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Nakhoda Manis
(Brunei Darussalam)

Once upon a time there was a widow, Dang Ambon, who lived with her only 

son in Kampong Ayer. They lived a comfortable life but were certainly not rich. 

She loved her son Manis so very much. As a boy she used to sing this lullaby 

to him:

Manis, Manis,

My sweet natured boy!

Manis, Manis,

Devoted and kind,

Manis, Manis,

Truly a mother’s pride!

When he was older Manis wanted to travel. He wanted to become rich. As a 

loving mother Dang Ambon knew she would miss him terribly. But because 

her love was so strong she allowed him to go. She wanted him to be the 

happiest he could possibly be. 

For a long time there was no news from Manis. To console herself in her 

loneliness Dang Ambon sang her song everyday:

Manis, Manis,

My sweet natured boy!

Manis, Manis,

Devoted and kind,

Manis, Manis,

Truly a mother’s pride!

A story of an ungrateful child 

(I)
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Many years passed and there was still no news from Manis. Dang Ambon 

kept herself busy by helping the poor. She gave whatever she could until the 

day she herself became poor. Despite her now sad situation she still sang 

everyday:

Manis, Manis,

My sweet natured boy!

Manis, Manis,

Devoted and kind,

Manis, Manis,

Truly a mother’s pride!

One day a large trading ship docked at Kampong Ayer. There was a rumour 

that the owner of the ship was Manis! He was already called Nakhoda Manis 

for being the rich captain of the ship. Excitedly Dang Ambon paddled her 

small boat in the direction of the big ship. She was to be reunited with her 

beloved Manis! In anticipation she sang:

Manis, Manis,

My sweet natured boy!

Manis, Manis,

Devoted and kind,

Manis, Manis,

Truly a mother’s pride!

Nakhoda Manis was proud and he was indeed rich. When he saw his 

mother he was ashamed of her and turned away claiming not to know this 

poor old woman. Dang Ambon was heartbroken. In her despair she cursed 

the ship full of riches – riches that had taken her son’s love away from her. 
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She would never sing her song again…

Suddenly, lighting flashed and there was a heavy storm. Rain, thunder and 

lightning!!!

When the storm cleared, her son’s ship was gone and in its place was a huge 

rock in the sea. 

Today this rock is known as Jong Batu.

Supplementary information

• Nakhoda means captain; therefore, the title translates to 

Captain Manis. 

• Jong Batu is a rock resembling a sinking ship found in the 

Brunei River. 

• Used in Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia, and Malaysia, kampong 

(or kampung) is the term for village in the Malay language. The 

term kampong also appears in the story The Mighty Babau. 

• Kampong Ayer, or Water Village, is a village on stilts above the 

Brunei River. The buildings of the village, including homes, schools, 

mosques, restaurants, and shops, are connected by 32 kilometres 

of foot-bridges and the villagers use boats for transport.




